
Minnesota Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board 
190 Centennial Office Building 
658 Cedar Street 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

To the Members of the Minnesota Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board: 

We, Immanuel Jones and Madison Scholl, currently residing at 20634 Longenbaugh Road, 
Cypress, Texas, Houston, TX 77433, hereby submit this formal complaint alleging conflicts of 
interest, ethical misconduct, and procedural violations on the part of Ms. Beth Commers, 
Co-Deputy Director of the Saint Paul Department of Human Rights & Equal Economic 
Opportunity (“HREEO”). Our concerns arise from Ms. Commers’ handling of our housing 
discrimination case, Jones/Scholl v. Wellington Management, LLC, Case No. A-5808 / HUD No. 
05-22-6863-8. 

We bring this matter before the Minnesota Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board (“the 
Board”) pursuant to its statutory authority under Minnesota Statutes Chapter 10A, which 
governs conflicts of interest, financial disclosures, and ethics violations by public officials. We 
respectfully request a full investigation into the allegations detailed below, including: 

1. Ms. Commers’ lack of legal authority to issue an official determination in our case. 
2. Her failure to recuse herself given multiple conflicts of interest involving Wellington 

Management and its owner, Steve Wellington. 
3. Potential financial conflicts stemming from her past political fundraising activities and 

her husband’s business dealings with Wellington Management. 
4. Procedural misconduct in the form of self-assignment to the investigation, subsequent 

oversight of the appeals process, and suppression of key evidence. 

In light of the severity of these breaches, we also request that the Board reverse Ms. Commers’ 
determination, as she was not legally authorized to issue a final ruling on our case. The details 
supporting our complaint are outlined below. 

I. Conflict of Interest and Ethical Violations 

1. Undisclosed Personal and Professional Ties to Wellington Management 

● Personal and Professional Relationships: Ms. Commers maintains personal and 
professional relationships with Steve Wellington, owner of Wellington Management, 
LLC, which includes active social media connections. 

● Husband’s Business Interests: Her husband, Mr. Jon Commers, owns Visible City and 
Donjek, both consulting firms with existing or prior business ties to Wellington 
Management. Publicly available information shows intersections between Mr. Commers’ 
firms and Wellington Management projects. 

● Email Communications: We possess emails address in which Ms. Commers used a 
Donjek email account, suggesting undisclosed professional involvement with entities 
connected to Wellington Management. 



● Violation of Minnesota Statutes: Despite these conflicts, Ms. Commers neither 
disclosed her relationships nor recused herself, thereby violating conflict of interest 
regulations outlined in Minnesota Statutes Sections 10A.07 and 10A.09. This lack of 
disclosure and continued engagement in our case raises serious questions about the 
propriety of her involvement and decision-making. 

2. Unethical Self-Assignment and Procedural Manipulation 

● Removal of Original Investigator: The initial investigator, Ms. Cymonne Booker, was 
removed from the case without explanation. Subsequently, Ms. Commers unilaterally 
assumed control of the investigation and removed the senior investigator with a newly 
hired investigator and designated herself as the mediator between the two parties and lead 
the correspondences in request and etc outside of her role.  

● Control Over the Outcome: By taking over the investigation and mediation, Ms. 
Commers gained comprehensive authority to decide which evidence to consider and 
which witnesses to interview and she also attempted to force the Immanuel and Madison 
to lower their settlement demand while at the same time allowing wellington 
management to stay consistently at the same numerical value, effectively allowing her to 
shield Wellington Management from scrutiny and participation.  

3. Improper Review of Her Own Investigation Findings 

● No Cause Finding: Ms. Commers issued a “No Cause” finding, concluding that 
Wellington Management had not engaged in the alleged discrimination and retaliation. 

● Promotion and Appeal Oversight: Soon after, Ms. Commers in her role overseeing 
appeals at HREEO. She then proceeded to review—and ultimately uphold—her own 
determination. This improper procedure circumvents due process, violates basic fairness 
standards, and severely compromises the integrity of the appeals process. 

4. Suppression of Evidence and Lack of Transparency 

● Ignored and Excluded Evidence: We submitted critical documents and 
testimony—emails, financial records, audio recordings, and witness statements—which 
demonstrate discriminatory practices and retaliation by Wellington Management. 

● Failure to Interview Key Witnesses: Despite repeated requests, several individuals with 
direct knowledge of the discrimination were never interviewed. This further points to 
deliberate suppression of evidence and a predetermined outcome. 

5.   

● Beth appointed herself as the mediator but improperly directed the process toward a 
Pre-Determination Settlement Agreement (PDSA) instead of a neutral mediation. This 
misrepresentation misled us into a process designed to limit Wellington 
Management’s liability rather than facilitate a fair resolution. 



●  Throughout discussions, Beth continuously pressured us to lower our settlement 
request, stating that it "wasn’t worth it" at the amounts we proposed. Meanwhile, 
Wellington Management had not offered any actual compensation—their only 
proposal was a discount on the alleged rent owed, yet she advocated for them by 
urging us to reduce our demand instead of pressuring them to negotiate in good 
faith. 

● Her actions demonstrate a clear conflict of interest, as she acted as both a supposed 
neutral facilitator and an advocate for Wellington’s preferred resolution strategy, 
violating fundamental mediation principles. Instead of ensuring a balanced negotiation, 
she sided with Wellington by pushing for a resolution that required only our 
concessions while they continued to offer no real financial settlement. 

 

II. Lack of Legal Authority to Issue a Determination 

1. Lack of Signature Authority 

● No Delegated Power: Although Ms. Commers was Deputy Director of HREEO, she did 
not possess the legal authority under HREEO’s internal regulations or city procedures to 
issue a final ruling on our case. 

● Requirement for Commissioner or Authorized Official: The authority to sign off on 
final determinations typically resides with the Commissioner or another designated 
individual. As Ms. Commers did not occupy either capacity, her determination is invalid 
and unenforceable. 

2. Procedural Improprieties Rendering the Determination Void 

● Unauthorized Decision-Making: Because Ms. Commers lacked the proper signature 
authority, her ruling must be reversed and re-evaluated by an official who possesses the 
legal power to do so. 

● Bias and Conflict: Her involvement in both the investigative phase and the appeal phase 
constitutes a severe conflict of interest. These procedural flaws undermine any semblance 
of impartiality, rendering the “No Cause” determination fundamentally flawed. 

III. Potential Financial Conflicts from Political Fundraising 

1. Past Political Fundraising Ties 

● Political Consulting Background: We understand that, prior to serving in her current 
role, Ms. Commers engaged in political consulting activities involving significant 
fundraising efforts. 



● Wellington Management Contributions: Publicly available records suggest that 
Wellington Management’s political donations align with contributions to organizations 
and campaigns that Ms. Commers or her husband’s firms supported or oversaw. 

● Benefit to Affiliated Entities: Additional documentation indicates that companies Mr. 
Commers has represented—including Wellington Management—contributed to entities 
for which Ms. Commers acted as a fundraiser. This raises the concern that such 
contributions may have biased her decision-making in our case. 

IV. Request for Investigation and Action 
In light of these serious allegations and the substantial evidence presented, we respectfully 
request that the Minnesota Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board take the following 
actions: 

1. Reverse Ms. Commers’ Determination 
Invalidate her finding due to her lack of proper legal authority and her clear conflicts of 
interest. 

2. Investigate Undisclosed Conflicts of Interest 
Evaluate the full extent of Ms. Commers’ personal and professional ties to Wellington 
Management, specifically focusing on whether those relationships improperly influenced 
the outcome of our case. 

3. Examine Procedural Violations Within HREEO 
Review the reassignment of our case, Ms. Commers’ role in both the investigation and 
appeal phases, and the protocols allowing such self-assignment. 

4. Scrutinize Communications Between Ms. Commers and Donjek 
Determine the nature and scope of Ms. Commers’ involvement in Wellington 
Management-related business dealings via her husband’s firms. 

5. Review Political Fundraising Activities 
Investigate whether Ms. Commers’ past fundraising activities, especially those 
potentially connected to Wellington Management, constitute a violation of Minnesota 
Statutes Chapter 10A regarding financial conflicts of interest. 

6. Take Appropriate Disciplinary Action 
If the Board finds that Ms. Commers breached relevant statutes or ethical guidelines, we 
request the Board pursue all applicable disciplinary measures and consider referring the 
matter to the Minnesota Attorney General’s Office for further enforcement. 

V. Supporting Documentation 
Enclosed with this letter, please find the following documents to substantiate our claims: 

● HREEO Determination Letter and Appeal Correspondence (Case No. A-5808): 
Showing Ms. Commers’ unauthorized role in the final ruling and appeals process. 

● Relevant Sections of Minnesota Statutes Chapter 10A: Highlighting the legal 
obligations of public officials concerning disclosures and conflicts of interest. 



● Emails address provided by Beth Commers reflecting – Donjek Involvement: 
Demonstrating Ms. Commers’ direct association with Donjek and Wellington 
Management. 

● Correspondence from Legal Representatives: Outlining the procedural irregularities 
observed during the investigation and appeal process. 

● Public Records of Wellington Management’s Political Donations: Indicating 
contributions to organizations with which Ms. Commers and/or her husband’s firms 
appear to have connections. 

● Social Media Records: Confirming personal and professional ties between Ms. 
Commers and Wellington Management representatives. 

● Articles are attached because they confirm the relationship between parties.  

Conclusion and Next Steps 
We urge the Board to give this complaint immediate and thorough attention. The pattern of 
conflicts, procedural irregularities, and potential financial influences is deeply concerning and 
undermines public confidence in the fairness of investigations conducted by HREEO. We believe 
a swift and transparent inquiry is necessary to uphold the integrity of Minnesota’s conflict of 
interest and ethics regulations. 

Please confirm receipt of this complaint and advise us on the next steps in the Board’s 
investigatory process. We appreciate your time and attention to this serious matter, and we stand 
ready to provide any additional information or testimony that may assist in your review. 

Sincerely, 

Immanuel Jones 02/17/2025 

 

Madison Scholl0 2/17/2025 

 

 



 

 

Enclosures: 

1. HREEO Determination Letter & Appeal Correspondence (Case No. A-5808) 
2. Excerpts of Minnesota Statutes Chapter 10A 
3. Emails Reflecting Commers–Donjek Involvement 
4. Legal Representatives’ Correspondence 
5. Public Records of Wellington Management Donations 
6. Relevant Social Media Records 

CC: 

● Office of the Minnesota Attorney General 
● Saint Paul Department of Human Rights & Equal Economic Opportunity (HREEO) 
● Other Interested Parties as Appropriate 
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SAINT PAUL 
HUMAN RIGHTS & EQUAL 
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 
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���������	
������������
�����
��������������
����������������������������� !"#����$$�%�%&���'�()��)*�+&��$�$,�-����+��
.�+���

� � �/012�34�56071�869:�;<:=07�/6>1<>?�;623>�� @A�@BBCDE@FCGH�@IFCJA�K��HLM@N�JOOJDFMACFP�HEONJPHD� 51869:QR3=ST><<3��

U��
(�)�$�$+����������
���
���
���������U��
(�)�$�$$�����V�����W
�������*��
�����)��*�����������)�������*��#�)���������
���*��)�W�)�
���X��W
�����������
����(Y����������
���*�
���)�����)�������
����Z��������)�������
��
���))����V������
������.��)�X��W
������(�������V�)��
.�����)����
�����
���Z����)����)�������W���
.������(��V��������W)
��������
����������������������)�������
)*�����
����������������
������
��(��V���������V
��
)�
��)��X��W
������V����V�)��
.��
�W��������+������
�W��������$[�����
�����
��V����
�����
���)��������������������
�)�����
�������������
����*�����)���)���
���������
���
)���������������X��W
�������������*�������������(
�������)����
�����
��V����
�����
���)�����WW)
W)�����
)�
���)V�����!�)����
����������V���.
�����
���WW
)�����
������
��(��V����������W
����
��
.�.�����)��������
������������)�W��)�������
�W��������+[�����
�����
��V�����
�W��������$�����\%��'�����*��������.����)��V�������������
������
��(��V�����
�W��������+[�����
�����
��V�����
�W��������$�������������)�������
���X��W
������W)
���������������������
������)������
)*�)���
��.
)���������
�������������WW
)����(*���������������������)��
)����W���.�����*�����������������
V��������������)�����
��
�W���������.
)���������
����������V�)����W
����(����������������V���������������.������
�W���������W)
������W�
�
�)�W��������������������WW
)���X��W
�����[������)��
����������)��V�����������
�����������
�����W
)�����*�����)������
�����������
���WW
)������)������������X��W
�����[��������������
������)������
)*�)���
��.
)���W
���������.�����V���.�����
)�����]�����.
)�����)�������
�����\̂���
�W��������+�.������
�����(���������
.������������)*��.
)������
�������������������*��������)���������_����)�.
)���!X̀ Ù�����
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Move Out Statement 

Code 110000002 

______ °"_ re_ ,i_w-11...,12022 ~ 

Property l pitchres Lease From jlWOl/2021 

Name 

Addl'ess 

I Madison Sdloll 

I 830 Washington Street 

Unit 

Starus 

1601 Lease To 109/30/2022 

I Past Move!Jl llWOl/2021 

Rent 12,420.00 Mo\leOut 109/30/2022 

Qty I Anoka, MN 55303 Notke 107/31/2022 

Telephone l<OH ) • (H)-(651) 208-7368 

Date Description Charge Payment Ba&ance 

Balance as of 9/01/2022 15,875.40 

09/01/2022 Resldenllal car Matrix ltt (09/20221 210,00 0.00 16,085.40 

09/01/2022 Residential Garage Rent (09/ 2022) 150.00 0.00 16,235.40 

09/ 01/2022 Resldel1;ial Tenant Re<lt (09/2022) 2,060.00 o.oo 18.295.40 

09/08/ 2022 Se.ptemt>e, late foe 190.80 0.00 18,486.20 

09/ 13/2022 lncorrec:t cha,ge; resident was to receive CM @ $175 •35.00 0.00 18,451.20 

09/13/2022 C,an,celled 01 parking -210.00 o.oo 18,241.20 

09/30/2022 : Serurlty Del)oslts credit ·2,060.00 0.00 16,181.20 

09/30/2022 ResldenUal car Mattix ltt (09/2022) Ci'edit 17 day< ·119.00 0.00 16,062.20 

09/30/2022 MO Dama,ges; wall repairs/door repah 870.00 o.oo 16,932.20 

09/ 30/ 2022 MO Damages; carpet replacement due to extensfVe damages. The charge 1,046.70 0.00 17,978.90 
reflects the depredation left on the life ot the carpet. 

09/30/2022 UUh,V Charge; FINAL blll w/ UM5 1,073.79 0.00 19,052.69 

10/03/2022 Replacement mail kev 35.00 o.oo 19,087.69 

10/03/2022 Security Oeposit Interest -20.54 0.00 19,067.15 

10/ 06/ 2022 Estmatl'd fi1dqe. door rep&acement due to multlple damaqes. 675.00 0.00 19,742.15 

On the moveout ledger dated 
10/17 /22, there was no rent 

assistance payment 

On the ledger they 
just recently 

provided, there's a 
rent assistance 
payment dated 

10/6/22. How was 
that not yet reported 

on 10/17 /22 if they 
received it on 

10/6/22? 

05/01/2022 

05/01/2022 

05/01/2022 
05/04/2022 
05110/2022 

0610112022 

06101/2022 
06/01/2022 
06/04/2022 

07/01/2022 

07/01/2022 
07/01(2022 
07/05/2022 
07/15/2022 
07/19/2022 

06/01/2022 

08/01/2022 
08/01/2022 
08/04/2022 

09/01/2022 

08/01/2022 
09/01/2022 
09/08/2022 

09/13/2022 

09/13/2022 

09/30/2022 

08/30/2022 

09/30/2022 

09/30/2022 

08/30(2022 
10/0312022 
10/03/2022 
1011)6/2022 
10/06/2022 

RRENT 
RGAA 

MAT 
RGARAG£ 

RI.ATE 

RGAA 
MAT 

RGARAG£ 
RRENT 
RI.ATE 

RGAA 
MAT 

RGARAG£ 
RRENT 
RI.ATE 

RPARTY 

RGAA 
MAT 

RGARAGE 
RRENT 
RI.ATE 
RGAA 

MAT 
RGARAG£ 

RRENT 
RI.ATE 
RGAA 
MAT 

RGAA 
MAT 

RSECOEP 
RGAA 

MAT 
FIDAMAGI: 

FIDAMAG< 

RUT1.RCVR 
RMISCINC 

RSOINT 
RX-L 

Resldenual Tenanl Rent (05/2022, 

Resident r••* stall to park In • standard uall llttting ~/1 

RtsicltntieJ G.al'Al'Y ~nt 
RHldenual lat• FN 
chl#103680 

RosidenUII Car Malrbc Fee (06/2022) 

Rttide<!tlll Gtttge Rent (0612022) 
RHldonlill T.,,.,,, Rent (06/20221 
Rnldential late FM 

Ro,;dentlll Car Mttrlx r.. (07/2022) 

R .. odonull 0-a• Roni 107 /20221 
Re,ldenllol T •nano Rent (07 /2022) 
Rolide<!tial lato FM 
Rowrvol""' d1t• 7/15/22 
ehl<ll0955903142 

Rooidentlli Car M1trlx FM (08/2022) 

Ro,ldonual Gira .. Reno (06/2022) 
Ru;dontlll T tnlnl Roni (08/2022) 
R"ldent1el Ute FH 

Ruldonlill Car M•lrbc fff (09/2022) 

R .. ldtntlll Gotlg1 Rtnl (0812022) 
R11idtnt1af Tenant Rent (09/2022~ 
Seotembtr lat• fM 

lncorrtct charge; rHldt nt wet to rte.Iv. CM@ S175 

Cancelled CM perk.tog 

:Securitv Otoos,ltl crlclit 

Resldonlilf Car Malrlx fet (09/2022)C,ld,t 17 day, 

MO O.magoo, wlil rtplirlldoor ltpOn 

MO Oamagn; carpet r•aament du. to txtansi've demegts Th• chtir;• 
1Rtct1 tht deortti1tion l•f1 oo tM lift of lht-airotL 
UtiHtvCl,arae; FIJ'W.blll w/UMS 
Reolacem~I mall kev 
Stcuri1yOepot11 tntttttl 

EJlirnolld IJIOat doot F~ICOmo,,t dut 10 mlAllplt di .mo ... 
thl# 331349 

Chg/ Rec 

11637 

11638 

11639 

11852 

11937 

tl938 

15003 

15004 

15005 

15006 

15007 

15000 

15002 

15001 

2,06000 1778000 

(175 00) 17,60500 

15000 17,75500 
19080 17,114580 

9.832.80 8,1 13.00 

17500 8,26800 

15000 8,43800 
2,060.00 10,498.00 

19080 10,68880 

17500 10,86380 

150.00 11.013.80 
2,060.00 13,073.80 

190.80 13,264 80 
10000 13,364 80 

10000 13 264 60 

210.00 13,474 80 

150.00 13,624.60 
2,06000 15,884 60 

19080 1587540 

21000 16,085 40 

15000 18,235 40 
2,06000 18,295 40 

190.60 18,486.20 

(35.00) 18,451.20 

(21000) 18.24120 

12,060 001 16,18120 

(119 00) 18,062 20 

870.00 16,932.20 

1,046.70 17,978.90 

1,073.79 19,052.69 
3500 190876& 

(20 54) 19,087 15 
87500 19,742.15 

3,000.00 16,742.15 

1:)/17 

1457 

ma 
145$ 
.Ill!§ 

mg 

19!/1 

'"!'17 
3,-

~ 

»i4 
m:i 
.um 

·u 

m 
8323 

132! 
832~ 

.em 
.um 
11638 
118. ... 

llfm 

um 
11m 
150(Q 

J:lll!M 

1m 

1!i006 

""" l>CDJ 

~ 
l>UU1 

"""' 



SAINT PAUL 
HUMAN RIGHTS & EQUAL 
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 

March 13, 2024 

Carl Anderson 
Rock Spring Law Group 
1050 30th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20007 

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS & 

EQUAL ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY (HREEO) 

15 Kellogg Boulevard West , 280 City Hall 

Saint Paul, MN 55102 

Tel: 651-266-8966 

via Regular and Certified Mail 

RE: Immanuel Jones and Madison Scholl v. Wellington Management. LLC 
HUD File Number: 05-22-6863-8 
HREEO Case Number: A-5808 

Dear Crystal Dungey: 

Pursuant to Section 183.201 (b) of the Sa int Paul Human Rights Ordinance, I write to inform 
you that I have affirmed the determination of No Cause in this case. 

Should clarification, additional information or a meeting be desired, please do not hesitate to 
contact HR EEO at (651) 266-8966. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Beth Commers 
Interim Director, Human Rights & Labor Standards 

Enclosures 
• Right to Sue 
• Memorandum of Administrative Appeal 

cc: Timothy Lovett for the Respondent 
Associate General Counsel, Wellington Management 

C ITY OF SAINT PAUL 
MELVIN CARTER, MAYOR 

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION & 
EQ UAL OPPORTUN ITY EMPLOYER 

ST PA UL. GOV /H REEO 
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SAINT PAUL 
HUMAN RIGHTS & EQUAL 
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 
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SAINT PAUL 
HUM A N RIGHT S & EQUAL 
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 

Immanuel Jones and Madison Scholl v. Wellington Management, LLC 
HUD File Number: 05-22-6863-8 
HREEO Case Number: A-5808 

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS & 

EQUAL ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY (HREEO) 

15 Kellogg Boulevard West, 280 City Hall 

Saint Paul, MN 55102 

Tel: 651-266-8966 

MEMORANDUM OF ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL 

The City of Saint Paul's Department of Human Rights and Equal Economic Opportunity ("HREEO" 

or "Department") has finished its consideration of this administrative appeal, and the Director affirms: 

1. There is NO CAUSE to find that Respondent discriminated against Complainant 2 by subjecting her to 
sex-based harassment. 

2. There is NO CAUSE to find that Respondent discriminated against Complainant in the terms, 
conditions, or privileges of the sale/rental/lease of real property based on his race. 

3. There is NO CAUSE to find that Respondent retaliated against Complainant 1 due to his association with 
Complainant 2. 

Background 

4. HREEO determined that there was "no cause" in the Complainant's charge of discrimination on 
February 13, 2024. Complainant received the determination on February 16, 2024, as confirmed by 
the Certified Mail receipt. Complainant submitted an appeal on February 23, 2024, and provided 
Respondent with a copy of the request for reconsideration on February 23, 2024. Complainant 
appealed, stating there was evidence available during the investigation, but it was not properly 
weighed in reaching the determination and that there is statutory or case law indicating that the 
determination is erroneous. 

Legal Standard 

5. Under Chapter 183.201 of the Saint Paul Human Rights ("Ordinance"), 1 a request for reconsideration 
shall contain or identify and describe the relevance of one or more of the following: 

a) Evidence that was not available during the investigation; 

b) Evidence that was available during the investigat ion, but was not properly weighed in reaching 
the determina tion; or 

c) Statutory or case law indicating that the determination is erroneous. 

' Saint Paul Legislative Code §183.201 
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6. After review of the request for reconsideration, the Director shall: 

a) Affirm the determination of no cause; 

b) Reverse the determination of no cause; or 

c) Vacate the determination of no cause, remand the case for further investigation, and issue a new 
determination. 

Discussion 

First Claim: Sex-Based Harassment of Complainant 2 

7. With regard to Complainant's claim that HREEO failed to acknowledge add itional evidence provided by 
Complainant 2 during the course of the investigation and that certa in evidence availab le during the 

investigation was not adequately considered in the determination, the review concluded that all evidence was 
evaluated appropriately by the investigator. No information was identified that was overlooked in the 

determination process. All evidence was considered, and only facts relevant to the legal analysis were 

included in the determination. 

8. First, Complainant 2 claims that HREEO failed to acknowledge her allegations of sex-based harassment. 

Specifica lly, Complainant 2 alleged that Respondent's leasing agent "popped out of a vacant unit at a time 
when Complainant 2 was alone ... " and in another instance, the same leasing agent " ... intentiona lly blocked 

Complainant 2's path while suggesting they go on a private tour together ... ," and that Complainant 2 was 

" ... chased down the hallway by Respondent's leasing agent." The review concluded that there is no evidence 

in the record to substantiate the above-mentioned allegations. 

9. Second, with regard to Complainant 2's allegations regarding receiving text messages at odd hours, the review 
confirmed that the text messages were indeed within the boundaries of typical business hours and did not 

contain reference to anything inappropriate, sexual, or otherwise. 

1 O. Third, with regard to No. 51 in the Memorandum, Complainant 2 claims that HREEO "failed to mention" 

that Respondent's caretaker and leasing agent "stripped down to their underwear" when they were seen 

by Complainant 2's guests change into their gym clothes, next to a parked car, outside of 

Respondent's apartment building. The review confirms that Complainant 2 was not present during 
this incident. The review also confirms that hearing about the incident from others does not equate to 

being subjected to sexual harassment by Respondent's employees. The review concluded that there is 

no evidence in the record to substantiate this allegation. 

11 . Fourth, Complainant 2 claims that HREEO "failed to acknowledge" being notified by a Respondent staff 

member that " ... [Respondent's] leasing agent was watching her on the property's survei llance cameras." 

Contrary to Complainant 2's allegation, when one listens to the audio record ing, it is evident that 

Respondent's staff member informed both Complainant 2 and Complainant 1 that the leasing agent 

monitored the surveillance cameras on Respondent's premises with no mention specific to Complainant 2 
or even Complainant 1.2 There is no evidence to show that the leasing agent was targeting Complainant 2. 

2 See audio recording "Exhibit 7" minute 8. 
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12. Finally, with regard to Complainant's submitted case law, Kenneh vs. Homeward Bound, 944 N.W. 2d 222 

(Minn. 2020), while the Department does recognize the significance of Kenneh, a thorough review of the 
evidence in the record, including the above-mentioned audio recording in No. 4, shows that Complainant 2's 

sex-based harassment claims are unsubstantiated. Ultimately, there is no new or existing evidence to 
corroborate Complainant 2's allegations of sexual harassment. 

Second Claim: Race-based Discrimination of Complainant 1 

13. With regard to Complainant 1's claim that certain evidence available during the investigation was not 
adequately considered in the determination, the review concluded that all evidence was evaluated 

appropriately by the investigator. 

14. First, with regard to Respondent's leasing agent's racial slur, the review confirmed that the leasing agent and 

caretaker referred to both Complainants by a racial slur. Complainants did not hear the comment firsthand, 

but rather they were relayed by Complainants' guests. Similar to No. 4 above, the review confirms that 
hearing about the incident from others is not the same as hearing it f irst-hand. The review also confirmed 

that Respondent terminated the employment of both employees, shortly after the complaint citing 
Complainants' report, among other reasons. Importantly, neither the leasing agent nor the caretaker 

subjected Complainants to any adverse actions while they were Respondent employees. 

15. Second, Complainant 1 claims a direct relation between the above-mentioned incident and " ... the adverse 
action that Respondent eventually took against Complainant." The review confi rmed that the Complainants 

were not subjected to any adverse actions that can be tied to this incident. Respondent promptly responded 
to Complainants' complaint against the leasing agent and the caretaker, investigated Complainants' claims, 

and took necessary action against the leasing agent and the caretaker. It shou ld also be highlighted that 
Complainants voluntarily ended their tenancy with Respondent almost 1 year after this incident occurred. 

16. Third, Complainant 1 asserts that Respondent's property manager " ... racially stereotyped Complainant 1 and 

portrayed him as being "violent" by accusing him of throwing and breaking a chair. Complainant provided 
evidence to HREEO through an aud io recording." However, the property manager was not heard accusing 

Complainant of throwing and breaking a chair in the audio recording and no other evidence exists to 

corroborate this allegation. 3 

17. Finally, Complainant 1 asserts that Respondent discriminated against him by excluding him from a move-in 

bonus and other move-in incentives by stating, " ... [Complainant 1's] claim about the move-in incentives 
was corroborated by audio recordings provided to HREEO by the Complainant. It is obvious that these 

recordings were not reviewed by HREEO prior to this decision." Reiterating discussion No. 68 on page 9 of the 
Memorandum, the review of aud io recordings conf irmed that Respondent did not inform Complainant of any 

move-in bonus or other move-in incentives.4 Furthermore, Complainant 1 and Complainant 2 were the first 

tenants to move into Respondent's apartment complex. Suggesting that other tenants were present at that 

time as comparators is false. It should also be noted that both Complainant 1 (Black man) and Complainant 
2 (white woman) were subjected to the same terms and conditions, further weakening Complainant 1 's 

allegation that he was subjected to different treatment based on his race. 

3 See audio recording "10.5.2021 Conversation with Property Manager", minute 22-31. 
4 See audio recording "Apartment tour with Leasing Agent" 
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Third Claim: Reprisal Against Complainant 1 

18. With regard to Complainant's claim that HREEO "incorrectly describes Respondent's position as a 

legitimate non-discriminatory reason for the adverse action ... " the review concluded that all evidence 

was evaluated appropriately by the investigator, including move-out documentation provided to HREEO 

by Complainants. 

19. The review confirmed there is no causal connection between the adverse action and Complainant 1 's 

association with Complainant 2. Specifically, Respondent was aware of Complainant 1 's association with 

Complainant 2 for the duration of their tenancy. During the duration of their tenancy, Complainants 
were not subjected to other adverse actions, diminishing the connection between the adverse action 

and the association claim. 

20. Furthermore, Complainant 1 claims there were additional adverse actions "ignored" by HREEO that both 

Complainants suffered including trying to get them to terminate their lease early and " ... stress caused 

by the words and actions of the leasing agent [Redacted name] the stress caused by Respondent's 

attempts to get complainants to terminate their lease they were unable to do so." The review confirmed 
that there is no evidence in the record to show that Respondent acted in a manner to "get complainants 

to terminate their lease." The investigation and review show that Respondent worked with 

Complainants throughout their tenancy to address their concerns, including when Complainants made 
Respondent aware of Complainants' rental assistance applications. Respondent did not take any 

adverse action against Complainants, rather Respondent staff assisted Complainants in redirecting their 

rental assistance to Respondent when technical issues occurred from the rental assistance agency. It is 

also noteworthy to mention that stress alone is not an adverse action under the Saint Paul Human 

Rights Ordinance. 

21. Finally, the review confirmed that Respondent provided a legitimate non-discriminatory reason for 
imposing fines on Complainants. Availab le information and evidence provided to HREEO by 

Complainants show the damage inflicted on the unit. 

Conclusion 

22. Complainants have not shown that there was new evidence either unavailable during the investigation 
or that evidence available at that time was not properly considered in the determination. 

23. Complainants have not shown that there is statutory and/or case law supporting Complainant's claim 

indicating the determination is erroneous because Complainants did not provide evidence to support 

their assertations in No 4. 

24. Ultimately, no information introduced during the investigation or resubmitted during this appeal 

suggested that Respondent discriminated against Complainant 2 by subjecting her to sex-based 

harassment, or Complainant 1 by discriminating against him in the terms, conditions, or privileges of 

the sa le/rental/lease of real property based on his race, or by retaliating aga inst him due to his 

association with Complainant 2. 
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25. THEREFORE, HREEO affirms t hat there is NO CAUSE to find that Respondent discriminated against 
Complainant 2 based on her sex. HREEO also affirms that there is NO CAUSE to find that Respondent 
discriminated against Complainant 1 based on his race or that it retaliated against him for engaging in 
protected activity, all in violation of t he Saint Paul Human Rights Ord inance.5 

5 Sain t Paul Legislative Code§ 183.03 
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CAMPAIGN FINANCIAL REPORT 
Chapter 211A Report Form 

(Alf of the information in this report is public information) 

Name of candidate, committee, or corporation Volunteers for John Choi ----------------------------
O ffi c e sought or batlot question Ramsey County Attorney District ------------
Type of Organization: _ x __ Candidate Committee ___ Potiticaf (Action) Committee/Corporation 

Type of report __ lnitia[ report 
__ Pre-primary 
__ Pre-general 

__ Post-general 
_ x_ . Janua.ry report 
__ Final report (closes committee account -

see M.S. Ch. 211A.03 for requirements) 

CONTRIBUTtoNS 

Reporting period: 
From 11112024 to 121a11202 4 

Give the total for all contributions received during the period of time covered by this report. See note on contribution limits on 
the instructions page. Use a separate sheet to itemize all contributions from a single source that exceed $100 during the calendar 
year. This itemization must include name, address, employer or occupation if self-employed, amount, and date. 

CASH $ 22,581.69 

IN-KH-.JO $ _____ _ 

TOTAL RECEIVED $ 22,581 .69 

EXPENDITURES 
include every disbursement made for a political purpose during period of time covered by report. Attach additional sheets if 
necessary. Itemization must include date, purpose, and amount for each expenditure. 

Date Purpose Amount 
Various See Attached 6,397.57 

TOTAL 6,397 .. 57 

CORPORATE PROJECT EXPENDITURES 
corporations must list any m edia project or corporate m essage projec, fo,· which contribution{s) or expenditure(s) total more than $200. Submit a 

separate report for each project. Attach additional sheets if necessary. 

Project title or description 

Date Purpose Name & Address of Recipient Expenditure or 
Contribution Amt 

TOTAL 

CURRENT ACCOUNT BALANCE:$ 257,731.60 ~ 
I certify that this is a full and true statement ______ B( __ ~----~ __________ 11_3_0_/2_0_2_5_· __ 

Signature Date 

Printed Name Patrick Sellner Email patrick.seHner@gmaH.com 

Address 1860 Yorkshire Avenue St Paul, MN 55116 Phone 651-699-3510 



Volunteers for John Choi Contributions 2024 

Date Submitted Amount First Name Last Name Address 1 Address 2 City State ZIP Employer 

11/21/2024 $150.00 Mark Chapin 2159 Rosewood Lane S. Roseville MN 55113 Hennepin County 

11/21/2024 $150.00 Chris Tolbert 1795 Sargent Ave Saint Paul Mn 55105 Hennepin County 

225 S. 6th Street Winthrop & Weinstine 

11/21/2024 $200.00 Joesph Bagnoli Winthrop & Weinstine Suite 3500 Minneapolis MN 55402 PAC 

Inver Grove 

11/21/2024 $200.00 Jong Kwon Choi 8504 Bower Path Heights MN 55076 Retired 

11/4/2024 $200.00 Grant Harrell 4208 Glenwood Avenue Dallas TX 75205 New Era Technology 

11/4/2024 $200.00 Marilyn Nelson 500 Tonkawa Road Long Lake MN 55356 Retired 

11/21/2024 $200.00 William H uepen beck er 5565 Heather Ridge Drive Shoreview MN 55126 Saint Paul Arena Company 

9/26/2024 $200.00 Edward Malecki 557 Deer Ridge Lane S. Maplewood MN 55119 Retired 

11/21/2024 $200.00 Joel Clemmer 2154 Fairmount Avenue Saint Paul MN 55105 retired 

South Saint Rogosheske, Rogosheske 

11/21/2024 $200.00 Paul Rogosheske 105 Hardman Court Suite 110 Paul MN 55075 & Atkins, PLLC 

11/4/2024 $250.00 Scott Benson 3814 W Bde Maka Ska Pkwy Minneapolis MN 55410 Briol & Benson, PLLC 

9/30/2024 $250.00 Doris Braley 1843 Stinson Blvd New Brighton MN 55112 Retired 

11/21/2024 $250.00 Mark Briol 80 S. 8th Street M inneapolis MN 55402 Briol & Benson, PLLC 

9/25/2024 $250.00 Jeffrey Cairns 1992 Grand Avenue Saint Paul MN 55105 Retired 

11/20/2024 $250.00 Joel Carlson 12308 Tanglewood Road Audubon MN 56511 Joel Carlson 

11/21/2024 $250.00 Samuel Clark 881 Ashland Avenue Saint Paul MN 55104 Ramsey County 

11/24/2024 $250.00 Page and Jay Cowles 475 Grand Hill Saint Paul MN 55102 Retired 

11/21/ 2024 $250.00 James DeMay 5 Ironwood Lane North Oaks MN 55127 Retired 

10/2/2024 $250.00 Audrey Estebo 1666 Coffman Street #334 Falcon Heights MN 55108 Retired 

11/22/2024 $250.00 Tom Foley 350 St. Peter Street Suite 404 Saint Paul MN 55102 Foley & Quigley Law 

11/25/2024 $250.00 Greg Johnson 4748 Copper Circle Woodbury MN 55129 Self 

11/11/2024 $250.00 Max Keller 1343 Van Buren Avenue Saint Paul MN 55104 Keller Law Offices 

11/21/2024 $250.00 Lynn Littlejohn 6809 92nd Ave N Brooklyn Park MN 55445 Mortenson 

11/21/2024 $250.00 Don Liu 201 S 11th St Unit 1000 M inneapolis MN 55403 Target 

11/21/2024 $250.00 Patricia Liu 201 S 11th St Unit 1000 Minneapolis MN 55403 Best of Korea LLC 

11/4/2024 $250.00 Charles Nauen 2109 Doswell Avenue Saint Paul Mn 55108 LGN 

9/25/2024 $250.00 Harley and Christina Ogata 4705 Fable Road N. Hugo MN 55038 Retired 

11/4/2024 $250.00 PJ Pofah l 2109 Doswell Avenue Saint Paul Mn 55108 Retired 

10/13/2024 $250.00 Francis Shen 2919 Chestnut Avenue Minneapolis MN 55405 University of Minnesota 

9/27/2024 $250.00 Valerie Spencer 180 Lakeview Lane Wayzata MN 55391 Retired 

11/12/2024 $250.00 Ann Wynia 22.65 Luther Place #308 Saint Paul MN 55108 Retired 

9/28/2024 $500.00 Phillip & Aram Lee & Hur 11 East 68th Street 9E New York NY 10065 Citadel 

University of Minnesota 

10/16/2024 $500.00 Laura & Jorge Saavedra 2540 Quail Avenue N. Golden Val ley MN 55422 Twin Cities 

11/21/2024 $500.00 Glen & Cynthia Schumann 11457 Wildflower Drive N. Lake Elmo MN 55042 Moss & Barnett 

Page 1 of 2 



Volunteers for John Choi Contributions 2024 

Date Submittec Amount First Name Last Name Address 1 Address 2 City State ZIP Employer 

9/25/2024 $250.00 John Sullivan 2209 Newton Ave S Minneapolis MN 55405 Retired 

10/14/2024 $500.00 Steve and Kathy Wellington 2257 Gordon Avenue Saint Paul MN 55108 Wellington Management 

Various $8,131.69 Gateway Bank Interest 

Non-Itemized $5,050.00 
Total $22,581.69 

Page 2 of 2 



Volunteers for John Choi Expenditures 2024 

Date Paid Type Vendor Name Address City State Zip Category Amount 

1/11/2024 4015 Mike for District Attorney Portland OR Contribution $750.00 

1/15/2024 Debit Tiffany Sports Lounge 2051 Ford Pkwy Saint Paul MN 55116 Meeting Expense $71.46 
1/17/2024 Debit Cosseta 211 W. 7th Street Saint Paul MN 55102 Meeting Expense $16.60 

1/26/2024 Debit Cosseta 211 W. 7th Street Saint Paul MN 55102 Meeting Expense $39.80 

1/26/2024 Debit Tavern on Grand 656 Grand Avenue Saint Paul MN 55105 Meeting Expense $50.28 

2/27/2024 4016 
St. Paul Intervention Project 394 Dayton Avenue Saint Paul MN 55104 Advertising $100.00 

In-Event Program 

4/8/2024 Debit SP Parking 50 South 6th Street Minneapolis MN Parking for Event $24.00 

4/11/2024 4017 5 Cats in a Trench Coat 1047 Sherburne Avenue Saint Paul MN 55104 Website Server $610.00 

4/15/2024 4018 USPS 1715 7th Street West St. Paul MN 55116 Annual P.O. Box Fee $176.00 

5/9/2024 4019 Friends for Ortega 66 E. 9th Street Saint Paul MN 55101 Contribution $100.00 

5/23/2024 4022 Festival in the Park 2085 Hillview Road, Apt. 1 Mounds View MN 55112 Parade Fee $75.00 
5/24/2024 4020 Stockyard Days, Inc. 1500 Old Hwy 8 NW New Brighton MN 55112 Parade Fee $150.00 

6/6/2024 Debit Babani's Restaurant 32 Fillmore Avenue E. Saint Paul MN 55107 Meeting Expense $97.14 

6/24/2024 Debit MN Roseville 1555 County Road B Roseville MN 55113 Car Wash $26.00 

7/26/2024 Debit Scrubby's 1900 7th Street W. Saint Paul MN 55116 Car Wash $12.00 
8/16/2024 Debit House of Wong 1135 Larpentuer Avenue W. Saint Paul MN 55113 Food for Volunteers $53.68 

9/10/2024 4023 
Kelly Miller for County 

P.O. Box 9272 
Commissioner 

Saint Paul MN 55109 Contribution 
$500.00 

11/22/2024 Debit Downtowner Grill 253 W. 7th Street Saint Paul MN 55102 Meeting Expense $37.86 

12/11/2024 4025 Dennis Gerhardstein 1498 Fairmount Avenue Saint Paul MN 55105 Postage + Labels $189.89 

12/11/2024 
4026 Dennis Gerhardstein 1498 Fairmount Avenue Saint Paul MN 55105 Fundraising Event $1,805.84 

Expense Reimburse 

12/11/2024 4024 Rebecca Mclane 1320 Portland Avenue Saint Paul MN 55104 Donation Return $75.00 

12/19/2024 Debit Degidio's 425 W. 7th Stteet Saint Paul MN 55102 Meeting Expense $72.64 

12/31/2024 4027 Beth Commers 2294 Commonwealth Avenue Saint Paul MN 55108 Consulting $1,015.00 
Various Stripe 185 Barry Street, Suite 550 San Francisco CA 94107 Credit Card Fees $349.38 

Total Expenditures $6,397.57 

Page 1 of 1 
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HUMAN RIGHTS & EQUAL 
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 

GUIDELINES FOR THE COMPLAINANT 

The City of Saint Paul Department of Human Rights and Equal Economic Opportunity ("HREEO") is an administrative agency 
which enforces the Human Rights Ordinance of the City of Saint Paul. The Human Rights Ordinance ("Ordinance") prohibits 
discrimination in the areas of employment, education, real property, public accommodations, public services, business, and 
credit based of a number of protected classes: race, color, religion, creed, age, disability, marital status, familial status, sex, 
sexual or affectional orientation, national origin, ancestry, and status with regard to public assistance. In addition, the Ordinance 
prohibits reprisal, also known as retaliation, for filing a charge of discrimination, opposing or protesting an act you believe 
violates the Ordinance, associating with a person who is a member of protected class or a person who has filed a charge of 
discrimination. 

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION OUTLINES THE PROCESS AND PROCEDURES HREEO WILL FOLLOW IN HANDLING YOUR 
COMPLAINT. PLEASE READ THE INFORMATION CAREFULLY AND ASK YOUR INVESTIGATOR TO EXPLAIN ANYTHING THAT 
YOU ARE UNSURE OF. 

1. FILING OPTION 

When the alleged discriminatory action has occurred within the City of Saint Paul, you have the option of filing a charge with 
either HREEO or with the State of Minnesota Human Rights Department ("MDHR"). However, you cannot file a charge on the 
same matter with both agencies, either at the same time or at different times. 

2. FILING A CHARGE 

By filing a charge with HREEO, you (the "Complainant") are alleging that another party (the "Respondent") has committed a 
discriminatory act against you in violation of the Ordinance. Your signed, written and notarized charge must be reviewed and 
accepted by HREEO Director or by a designated manager before any official action is taken, except in real property cases. 
When your charge is accepted, HREEO will mail the Respondent a letter and a copy of your formal charge. There is no cost to you 
for filing a charge or for any other service offered by HREEO. 

HREEO has a work-share agreement with the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) for employment cases and the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for real property cases. This means that any charge of 
discrimination filed with HREEO will also be cross-filed with either the EEOC or HUD if it meets their jurisdictional requirements. 
It is not necessary for you to file with both HREEO and the corresponding federal agency. 

3. THE INVESTIGATION 

a. A Human Rights Investigator ("Investigator") from HREEO will be assigned to conduct a THOROUGH and IMPARTIAL 
investigation of your charge. During the course of the investigation the Investigator does not act as your legal 
representative and cannot provide you legal advice concerning your charge. The Respondent will be asked to give an 
answer to your allegations; their response is called the POSITION STATEMENT. We will provide you with a copy of the 
Respondent's Position Statement. You will be asked to provide a REBUTTAL to the Respondent's Position Statement. 
Your Rebuttal should show why the Respondent's Position Statement is pretext for discrimination. As the person filing 
the charge you have the ultimate burden of proving that discrimination occurred. 

Investigations usually include interviewing witnesses, gathering documents and analyzing comparative data. We may 
ask you to name witnesses you believe could provide relevant information about your charge. We will evaluate their 
possible contribution to the investigation. We may decide not to contact some or any of your witnesses because they do 
not appear to have information that is relevant to your charge. We may also interview witnesses that HREEO identifies 
in the course of the investigation of your charge. The time needed to complete an investigation depends on factors 
such as the complexity of the charge, the cooperation of Respondent and witnesses, and the case load demands of the 
Investigator assigned to your case. 
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b. While your complaint is under investigation, access to file documents and testimony is regulated by Minnesota Statute. 
If any person makes a written request during an investigation to see or have copies of file materials which he or she has 
not personally submitted to the case file, HREEO may ask the Saint Paul City Attorney to determine whether or not the 
person has legal access to the information requested. 

c. REPRISAL: If you believe the Respondent has retaliated against you or your witnesses because you filed a charge or 
participated in an investigation, please contact HREEO immediately. Reprisal includes negative actions taken against 
you, such as intimidation and harassment. The Respondent and its employees are prohibited from informing a 
potential employer or landlord that you have filed a charge or opposed a practice forbidden by the Ordinance. 

d. The Investigator assigned to the case may not always be in when you call or come to the office, therefore, it is suggested 
that you schedule an appointment before coming to HREEO. If the Investigator is not in when you telephone, please 
leave a message with the Receptionist. Throughout the investigative process, you must promptly notify HREEO in 
writing of any changes in your address and telephone number and of any matters affecting your charge. A case may be 
closed before an investigation is completed if: a) you fail to cooperate in providing necessary information, such as your 
change of address; b) you voluntarily withdraw the charge, or c) you and Respondent privately settle the disputed 
matter. For your protection, you should contact HREEO before entering into any Pre-Determination Settlement 
Agreement (PDSA). 

4. RESOLUTION OF YOUR CHARGE 

When the investigation is complete, HREEO will determine whether there is "Cause", "No Cause" or "Insufficient Evidence" to 
believe that an unlawful discriminatory act has occurred. Both you and the Respondent will be notified of the determination by 
mail. 

5. NO CAUSE/INSUFFICIENT EVIDENCE DETERMINATION 

If HREEO determines that the weight of the evidence does not support your allegations, a finding of "No Cause" is made. 
If HREEO decides that there is insufficient evidence to make a determination, a finding of "Insufficient Evidence" is made. 
A Complainant has the right to appeal "No Cause" and "Insufficient Evidence" determinations. 

6. CAUSE DETERMINATION/ CONCILIATION MEETING 

If the weight of the evidence substantiates a finding that there is "Cause" to believe that a prohibited discriminatory act occurred, 
HREEO will schedule a conciliation meeting with you and the Respondent. The purpose of the conciliation meeting is to provide a 
forum where both parties may reach an agreement on terms that would settle the matter and thus avoid litigation. 

If the attempt to resolve the charge through conciliation process fails, HREEO may initiate a civil enforcement hearing before a 
panel of three Saint Paul HREEO Commissioners. At a civil enforcement hearing, HREEO and an Assistant City Attorney will 
represent your interest at no cost to you. HREEO Commission will determine whether a violation has occurred and, if so, issue 
an order specifying a remedy. This order may be appealed by either party to the State District Court. 

7. PRIVATE SUIT BY COMPLAINANT 

Minnesota law provides that the complainant may bring a civil action in court against a party alleged to have committed 
a discriminatory act. A Complainant may sue privately without filing a complaint with either HREEO or MDHR. 

A complainant may also begin a private lawsuit under the following circumstances: 

a. Within 45 days after the HREEO Deputy Director has determined that there is "No Cause" or "Insufficient Evidence" to 
support the charge; or 

b. After 45 days from the filing of the charge if a hearing has not been held or if HREEO has not entered into a conciliation 
agreement to which the Complainant is a signatory. 

If you do decide to bring a private lawsuit under either of the above circumstances, you must notify HREEO in writing and follow 
other specific notice procedures as required under State Law. 

Should you have any questions, please feel free to call the Investigator assigned to your case or call HREEO at (651) 266-8966. 
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